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for the recent recruitment efforts. We're appreciative of that and hoping that as 
that pans out, we'll get our position back. 

And, we ... we've also had a recent Kula Community Association meeting on 
disaster preparedness, and I noticed that in the budget there is a Public Safety 
Initiative section and, specifically there, we would be very supportive of the 
hazard mitigation effort because that was a concern expressed by the board and 
by the members who attended that program where we heard from 
representatives of Red Cross and Civil Preparedness Office and Fire Prevention 
Office. 

The third issue I'd like to address or the third area is transportation and traffic. 
And, as you know, in the past, when we have distributed questionnaires and 
surveys to our citizens, most frequently when transportation issues came up, it 
was road resurfacing, and road improvements, and road maintenance. Now, of 
course, we're hearing traffic, traffic, traffic. Even our Upcountry people up here 
are confronted with this problem. The surveys that we've done in the past have 
hit on such roads as Pulehu and Kimo, um, and, uh, other roads in the County, 
but minor projects. But as you know from the recent turnout that we had at the, 
uh, Transportation Advisory Committee up in Pukalani, we had about 50 ... 80 
people, not the turnout you had down country, but quite a few for .. .for this area. 
And as you know also, there's been great interest in the Kihei/Upcountry 
highway. So traffic and transportation issues are important up here and you saw 
lot of the citizens here tonight also speaking in favor of MEO, which our small 
groups in KCA that have begin developing a position paper on transportation that 
mention we need to continue supporting MEO. 

We would support in the proposed budget the Traffic Mitigation Initiatives and 
specifically the two million dollars that's identified for the Transportation Advisory 
Committee's recommendations. And I think a few of those that have been 
suggested include the Emergency Response Team, and quick-fix coning and the 
re-striping and light coordination and peak-hour traffic officer assignment, traffic 
reduction suggestions-all these are things that we feel would be very helpful 
and that some of our group and many people of the Transportation Advisory 
Committee mentioned. 

We also support the money that's in the CIP section of the budget for the Pulehu 
Road improvements and for the other resurfacing Upcountry projects. 

Last environment, if I have time Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Proceed. 
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MS. KRASH: Environment and refuse. And I've put these together because in both 
cases they deal with protection and maintenance of the environment. And as 
you notice on the vision statement that's on the top of our ... our letterhead, that 
open space, agriculture and rural atmosphere are priorities for this community. 
And, again, we see that come up when we do our community surveys, we hear it 
in meetings and in board meeting, of course. And, in fact, our February general 
program, general meeting program, the topic was alien species and we also had 
a ... a native plant display and there were about 90 people here on a week night at 
our community meeting, which was a wonderful turnout. Now, there were 
several other topics on the agenda, but many people stayed right through to the 
very end to hear every one of the speakers on the alien species. 

And we've also had board presentations and taken positions regarding the 
recycling program that was proposed several years ago. So with that, we would 
support the environmental enhancement and refuse collection initiatives that are 
proposed in the budget, specifically the CIP money for the Maui Nui Botanical 
Garden that is looking at propagation and native species and reforestation 
projects. We'd also, of course, support the CIP money for bikeways. I'm not 
sure specifically what bikeways are proposed, but in the next few months, we're 
going to be doing a program at one of our general meetings on the bikeways. 
Sugio will be back. She'll be continuing to testify-he ... you all, that will be your 
next topic. And we'll be looking at money Upcountry bikeways, and we 
specifically want to request that we look at that and I know that that will be part of 
the long-range planning as we move ahead. Thank you all. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any questions for Elliott? Mr. Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Hi, Elliott. Just to let you know, regarding traffic, uh, 
myself and Charmaine and, uh, we were up at the, uh, and also Dain and Jo 
Anne, we were up recently for the King K School Appreciation Day for kids and 
we noticed a lot of speeding along Kula Highway. So we ... 1 submitted a letter on 
behalf of Charmaine and the rest of the Committee members to the Police 
Department to get a patrol officer out there at...at. .. at the very minimum of maybe 
once to twice a week at least just to heighten people's awareness of the traffic 
situation. So we're hoping that the police can respond soon ... 

MS. KRASH: Great. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: ... to address that issue. 

MS. KRASH: We appreciate that. Thank you. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: I know Dick had mentioned that concern to me, so. 

MS. KRASH: Yes, yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Just to let you know. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Any other questions for ... okay, if not, thank you 
very much for presenting the views of the KCA this evening. Mr. Jeff Baldwin. 

Pause while Mr. Baldwin approaches the podium. 

MR. BALDWIN: Good evening, Chairman Hokama and, uh, fellow Council members. 
My name is Jeff Baldwin. I'm representing the Valley Isle Timing Association. 
We operate the drag strip. . .. We've been operating for slightly over 38 years on 
Maui here. We are 501 C3 nonprofit organization. We promote motor sports . 
.. . (pause while microphone being adjusted) ... Thanks. Sure. I guess I should be 
more adept at mechanical things, maybe. . .. (Iaughter)... Thank you. We 
promote motor sports and good sportsmanship, safety, and we provide a great 
outlet for our Maui residents. 

The park is currently used by ourselves, where we hold our drag racing on the 
third weekend of each month. Additional users are the RC Modelers, the Maui 
Motocross Racers, the Maui Go-Karters and the stock car racers. So there's ... a 
very broad group of people using that area right now. Recently, a local high 
school also used our drag strip to test their solar-powered car that they had built 
as a class project. This is very exciting to our organization as a developing 
technology, and we will continue to support activities like this. There are many 
more users wanting to participate in ... at...at that facility in ... in other things as well. 
Currently we have users meetings in the Kihei area to coordinate usage of the 
park with all the different users so that we don't step on each other's toes and 
we're good neighbors and promote good sportsmanship in between. 

We also recently established a scholarship program with the Automotive 
Department at MCC, where we sponsor a student for that. We have started 
recently working with the DARE Program in the Police Department and we're 
very excited about continuing to, uh, uh, help their cause out as we see that as a 
very ... a very good cause, and I think we're going to have a sign very soon up at 
our drag strip that we are sponsoring them, for a change. This is just another 
further outreach to Maui's youth for a good, clean, wholesome thing to do. 
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On an aver ... average night at the racetrack, we get about 2,000 spectators. So 
there are a lot of people who ... who do go there. We look forward to continue 
working with the County Parks Department and to bring the County Fair to this 
location also, which we believe is a very good location for the County Fair. 

Uh, what we could really use right now is grid power. Currently all the of the 
users have to generate large amounts of electricity. By best estimate, our own 
main generator is at least 27 years old, and we spend a lot of time fixing our 
generator instead of running our racetrack. As an NHRA sanctioned track, we 
are frequently visited by tourists who are very enthusiastic about our track. 

Our track has the highest safety rating by national standards, so we have a very, 
very good facility. Safety is a major concern for us and we will continue to teach 
this as a cornerstone of what we do. We want...we want the racers out on the 
track and not on the street, and very often people speeding by King Kekaulike 
High School-where I live very close, I know exactly what you're talking about­
these are the kinds of people that we would much prefer to have on the 
racetrack. And my experience with street racers, in general, is that once we get 
them to the racetrack and show them the safety procedures and ... and rules and 
the ... the general good camaraderie and sportsmanship that they very frequently, 
uh, shift, uh, very ... very much to the organized racing and, uh, become much 
more responsible drivers-much more of the type that you would want to 
encounter on the road, instead of some guy going a hundred miles and hour past 
you. We ... we would rather have them be on the racetrack. 

The Mayor is currently, uh, proposed some finances to study this area and we're 
very enthusiastic about this, and we want to continue with whatever support we 
can provide to the County and help in any way that we can. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you very much, Mr. Baldwin. Ms. Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Hi. Thank you for being here. Has your association 
written a response to that letter that was, uh, the letter to the editor regarding 
how could we, as a Council and County, give you folks $85,000 to resurface . 
... (inaudible) ... You didn't see that letter? 

MR. BALDWIN: Uh, I was informed about that letter and I believe there was response 
written ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... bya member. .. 
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... who we have this evening here. I would like to see ... 1 didn't see that 
letter personally but, uh ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Umm. It..it was a couple days ago, I think that was. 
And I think probably somebody else will be writing a response to it. I think it's 
also not been pointed out that that's also where the Police Department practices. 

MR. BALDWIN: Yes. That's true ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... the Police Department does their safety training ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right. 

MR. BALDWIN: .. .for their drivers there at night. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah .. 

MR. BALDWIN: I used to also participate ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Uh-huh. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... with the aikido group, where we used the teach the police ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right. Right. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... other safety things too. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right. 1...1 know that I can ... if I share with your 
personally, 1 ... 1 have a concern that money that is used by your organization 
that's provided by the County is one thing, then for you folks to turn around and 
give a scholarship to somebody else-I mean to a child or to whoever-I'm sure 
a scholarship is great, but it's like shouldn't you look at, perhaps, putting 
something back into the County if the County is giving you grants in order to 
resurface your areas, then it would seem like-I know that before you used to 
pay a percentage of your gr ... of your gate to the County and that was done away 
with. And I think you guys either pay a flat rate or don't pay at all off of your, uh, 
as part of your lease agreement. 
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MR. BALDWIN: l'm ... l'm not sure of those details. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. Yeah. I think they did away with it a few .. .few 
years ago. But it was to try to make it easier for your organization to conduct the 
activities that you wanted to do. So, we haven't really discussed this as a 
Council, but I think that might be one of the areas we have some concern where 
you're using, coming to the County for funds to do stuff and ... and then turn 
around and, you know, fund a scholarship which is a great program, but I think 
for us people who are, you know, might be getting the wrong idea about well, we 
can just ask the County for money and then we can give scholarships too-that 
kind of thing. But I look forward to seeing that letter of response in the 
newspaper, and I think, uh, I don't know if it already had gone in-has it gone in 
already? 

MR. KROM: ... (inaudible) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Did you mention the Police Department training in it? 

MR. KROM: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. Great. It think that's great. 

MR. KROM: ... (inaudible) ... also the that fact that it's not a private organization. 
That's ... there are several ... (inaudible) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right. Okay. Thank you. 

MR. KROM: ... (inaudible) ... 

MR. BALDWIN: We ... we certainly want to have a ... a good face with the public and 
the ... that scholarship is a ... it's a ... small on the monetary scale. It's to promote 
outstanding mechanical. .. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Uh-huh. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... things and ... (inaudible) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, yeah. I understand ... 

- 34-



MR. BALDWIN: Yeah. 

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 27, 2001 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: ... why you want to have it in there. 

MR. BALDWIN: It's ... it's in line with our general cause. And our organization we also 
do have volunteers who go down. We have between 20 and 50 people who will 
go down there and work. .. .Several times a year we also have many of our 
members donate individually and so we do put a tremendous amount of effort, 
and we do provide a lot of our own resources as well to operate facility, and 
we're working more on being financially independent and not having to ask the 
County for help. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Have to asked, excuse me, Mr. Chair, have you asked 
Maui Electric for any assistance in trying to get you not on grid but off grid for 
your electrical needs? 

MR. BALDWIN: ... We ... we had initiated a dialog with someone from Maui Electric and 
that kind of fell in the cracks last year. We have an entire new board now, which 
our membership is very happy about. We're very ... very effective and we're 
picking up all of those types of items. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: 1 ... 1 would suggest also that you talk to Don Ainsworth 
at MCC. 

MR. BALDWIN: Don Ainsworth. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Don Ainsworth. He's doing a lot of stuff with 
alternative energy, wind power, solar power And I don't know if you caught an 
article not too long ago about the Big Island where there was one organization, 
between solar panels and wind, they were providing enough electricity for a 
thousand homes. So there's, you know, there's opportunities for us I think to 
look at-off grid kinds of electrical power that might fit your needs perfectly 
especially in that location which is considered kinda remote and, I guess, 
electrical wise. 

MR. BALDWIN: Yeah. It's a ... there ... there are some trouble with bringing power into 
there because the National Guard wants to use that area, and the airplanes and 
phone lines are a bad combination I've been told. So we're ... we're very eager to 
work with the solar-powered car people too because we have a lot of expertise 
in ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Uh-huh. 
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MR. BALDWIN: ... automotive stuff and making things light and strong and thinking 
outside of traditional lines to ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Good. 

MR. BALDWIN: ... to accomplish this. We're ... we're looking forward to that. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: One last thing. Would you send us a copy of the letter 
that you're doing as a response since that author sent all of the Council members 
a letter before it appeared in the paper by a couple days? We'd appreciate it 
very much. Thank you. 

MR. BALDWIN: Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Ms. Tavares. Any other questions for Mr. Baldwin. 
Seeing none, thank you very much. Next person this evening is Sing Vista. 

Pause while Ms. Vista approaches the podium. 

MS. VISTA: My name is Sing Vista and tonight I was asked as a small business owner 
to testify in support of MEO's Microloan Program. 

Last August, an opportunity too good to pass up prompted our son, LJ, to ask 
family members to support him in a venture he could only dream about and that 
was operating his own automotive repair shop. LJ was lauded as only one of two 
MCC students to be given recognition awards since the inception of the program 
decades ago. LJ wanted to take a shot at this opportunity and would regret it if 
he didn't at least try. We supported him and formed a limited liability company. 

The members, all family, invested what capital we could, but we were rich in 
support by way of manual labor and computer expertise in setting up the shop. 
We called around for small business loans, and Rose Duey of Alu Like steered 
me to MEO. Unlike other Microloan Programs, MEO's was the easiest and least 
painful process to apply for. Danny Agsalog was very helpful in walking thorough 
the application process with us. 

The small loan came in time to help us when we opened the shop on October 1st
• 

In case you want to come by, The Auto Shop Maui is located at the former 
Hillside Shell Auto Repair Shop on Lower Main. We are grass-roots, honest and 
provide a complete line of major repairs. Our technicians are ASE certified. With 
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the help of this microloan, beside creating a job for LJ, we now employ four 
people, which do not include the owner members. 

Besides providing jobs for these people in the community, LJ thought of the 
future. We have a 12 year old son with autism. He loves cars. LJ wanted a 
business that would give his little brother a job when he gets out of school and 
becomes somewhat independent and not rely on the State or County. His little 
brother often asks ... says, I'm going to work for The Auto Shop Maui when I get 
big. So, hopefully, by that time, MEO programs will still be around. 

Microloans, such as MEO's, will help small businesses get the head start needed 
to realize their dreams like LJ's. Tonight I've heard how MEO is providing 
services from preschool, college to small businesses and to senior citizens. 
That's throughout the life span of Maui citizens. And how many agencies do you 
know that provide these services? I urge the County Council to please continue 
supporting MEO so people like us will be able to leave a legacy for our loved 
ones, create more jobs and return back to the community. And for us, we donate 
to schools in way of our services. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any questions for Ms. Vista. Seeing none, thank you 
very much. Next person is Mr. Steve Sutrov and following Steve will be 
Patricia Sentore. 

Pause while Mr. Sutrov approaches the podium. 

MR. SUTROV: Thank you very much for coming up to Kula for your first, uh, budget 
meeting here. My name is Steve Sutrov. I'm gonna speak just briefly for, uh, uh, 
Kula Community Association on ... on ... on parks. . .. (pause)... You know, in the 
community plan it states, uh, the Upcountry Community Plan, it states, uh, uh, it 
says, develop a system of parks serving dispersed residential areas, including a 
regional park of at least 50 acres in the Upcountry region. 

Uh, yes, l'd ... l'd like to read-a couple of years ago, I put emphasis on this, 
we ... when the community plan was being drawn up, uh, uh, our association took 
a proposal to dedicate, uh, um, there was a parcel below Kula Kai on Kula 
Highway, it's about 50 - 60 acres and we thought it'd make an excellent, uh, uh, 
for a passive type park with a ... a ... a ... wouldn't be big enough ... wouldn't...wouldn't 
be big able to handle ball courts and all that, but it would ... it was definitely 
suitable for a ... a nice size park. But it...it wasn't put in ... it wasn't put into the 
community plan, and 1. .. 1 don't think it was real good option for .. .for a .. .for a, uh, 
uh, an expenditure at that time. But I do think there needs to be looked at is, 
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instead of just a regional park for Upcountry, I think we need to look at dispersed 
park-smaller park situations that emphasize certain activities. 

Land is so expensive and the, uh, you're not going to find any level enough 
ground without a lot of ex ... Iot of money in Kula or other areas to utilize for a 
large park area. So, I suggest we ... we take the park areas we have that have 
land undeveloped, like this area right here, it's a park. We ... we have a ball court, 
we have two tennis courts, we have community center, we have a sector in the 
back here which is used for dance and weight...weight training, I think. And then 
we still have, uh, I think another three or four acres here. And it...it.. .we take 
these areas we already have and ... and continue on existing uses, uh, park 
activity or, uh, passive park situations with picnic tables, barbeques, 
horseshoes-that kind of situation-and look for other smaller parcels that we 
could purchase to, urn, uh, do passive park-like Rice Park for the visitors and 
for the residents all ... or other areas for the seniors or for the youth. So, I think, 
this option we got to look at rather than looking at, uh, uh, large-scale regional 
park for Upcountry. 1...1 would definitely support, urn, a smaller type park 
situation where residential areas could utilize different areas more easily than just 
one large park as being planned in the community plan. Um .. .'cause right now 
we have ... we have the Kula Ball Field, we have this park, we have Rice Park and 
we have Keokea and that's basically it. Urn, and, uh, Kula, I think, is, uh, uh, due 
soon, I'd just like to plant a seed here. We're due soon for some thought on ... on 
park and to connect with these trailways and bikeways and ... and all that-it goes 
right along with that.. .that long-range concept. Um ... okay. And that...that...that is 
for Kula Community Association. 

Personal, uh, my own perspective here. Uh, two years ago 1...1 gave a petition 
here, uh, to the budget on ... to the Council on the budget of almost 200 
signatures, uh, recommending that we add another additional two tennis courts 
to this park here. Urn, it.. .it seemed, uh, you look at environments when you 
think about tennis or any activity, and I say utilize the ground situation. Uh, we've 
rained out up here twice in the last three years, uh, uh, as far as anybody 
wanting to play tennis. In Makawao, the courts there don't get used very often­
it's very windy, very wet. It's, uh, you ask anybody in the Parks Department 
they'll tell you that their office is seldom used, used by skateboards more than 
tennis players. 

These courts up here, right now, are used ... they're ... they're 
secure ... they're ... they're, uh, uh, Seabury Hall girls practice here three days a 
week. There's two senior teams, uh, of USTA league teams, that practice there 
two nights a week. The public is constantly using those courts. They're, uh, but 
they're ... they're being kept up beautifully because they're respected and 
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they're ... has this most beautiful place to play on this island. People come from 
Huelo, Haiku regularly to play on these courts up here. People come up from 
Kihei 'cause it's too crowded, too dusty, too hot down there. These courts are 
just beautiful up here all the time. I. .. you're dealing with cloud cover when it's hot 
and you're dealing with no wind and you're dealing with no water-no rain. It's 
the most perfect place for tennis. 

Um ... if we had two more courts, we could do league matches up here, which we 
can't do now with just the two courts-you need at least four courts for the USTA 
league matches. You ... we could do youth lessons, uh, which wouldn't 
monopolize, uh, uh, we'd have youth lessons on two courts and still have ... or 
three courts and have one court open for the public. You can't do that now. You 
just...it would monopolize the courts with lessons. And, uh, so I could foresee in 
the future this being the perfect place for a Wells Park-type concept-a tennis 
complex-a small one, just four courts, maybe just two of them lit, like are Ii. .. lit 
right now, and two more courts, small structure, restrooms urn, and maybe a 
backboard if there's grade separation, which I think there would have to be 
because of the ... the way the land is laid out here. 

So, that...that's about it. 1. .. 1...1 would like to know what I could do. I co ... 1 guess 
I'll talk with Jo Anne and ... and maybe people in the Parks as far as, uh, 'cause I 
know this would be a partnership-type situation. There's a lot of people that want 
to help out. I've got an architect already that'll do all the plans and drawings on 
this. I've got people that'll probably come in and do a lot of the grading. Urn, I, 
you know, and ... and maybe even try to get a donation of some kind to ... to inspire 
the County to put up some money also. But, urn, I talked about this two years 
ago, and I think it's still. .. it's still a good idea. Thank you very much. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much, Mr. Surtrov. Questions, members? Seeing 
none, thank you very much. Patricia. 

MS. SANTORE: Yes. This has been fun! I see a couple people I voted for-how nice . 
. .. (Iaughter)... Urn, I'm kinda out of my element here. I'm here for MEO. MEO 
gave me a small business loan. A lot of the things that people have talked about 
tonight are a lot more important than what I have to talk about. I'm a small 
business owner. I own a home on Kokomo Road. And, urn, I didn't have money 
to do what I wanted to do. MEO gave me the money to do that. This is what I 
do. . .. (showing her product to the Council members and staff)... I make cards for 
children with Hawaiian names on them and MEO gave me the money to do that. 

... Danny Agsalog called me up at two o'clock today. He said, Patricia, you know, 
the County Council, Kula, you go, you tell 'em. . .. (chuckle)... Okay, here I am. 
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And, um, I heard a lot of people talk about a lot of things that are probably more 
important than what I'm talking about, but we do need MEO's programs. And I 
worked for Hale Makua for three months and they do a lot of things for Hale 
Makua and they do a lot of things-I don't know-they have youth programs, the 
have all sorts of things. Um, yeah, MEO, MEO-for small business loans, for the 
kids, for whateva ... whatever they want. Give 'em the money. . .. (Iaughter) ... 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Patricia. Any questions for Patricia. If not, thank you 
very much. And we'll be passing the ... the ... the cards around for the members to 
look at your work. Amy Hanlon. Amy, thank you for waiting. 

Pause while Ms. Hanlon approaches the podium. 

MS. HANLON: Hi. My name is Amy Hanlon, and I am a director for the Maui 
Symphony Orchestra and Festival. Dr. Wells was going to be here tonight and 
then he called the last minute, he had something come up, so I threw this 
together and you have a copy of it. Do I have three minutes or longer? Last time 
I testified, my husband was the chairman and he cut me off ... (chuckle) ... and, 
uh, I was kind of embarrassed. . .. (Iaughter)... But, anyway, he got of chuckle out 
of telling his wife to shut up. . .. (Iaughter) ... 

Uh, I've been on the Board of Directors for the Maui Symphony since 1979, when 
they started and that's 22 years ago, and I served in various capacities­
president, vice-president, treasurer, chairing the Season Ticket Sales Committee 
which ... and probably for about five years, and doing the sym ... symphony, the 
Mayor's Ball, which we did for Mayor Tavares. I think we started with him, then 
Linda Lingle and then Mayor Apana in 1999. And, um, this event has always 
been the biggest fund raiser for the Symphony, and I can say that Mayor Apana is 
behind this this year. We got several things on the drawing board to do with him 
that he's backing us, so. So, um, I believe we have the support of our season 
ticket holders each year because we have a high-quality symphony. It hasn't 
been so all the time but, like myself, a lot of board members have stuck it out 
sort-of-speak through thick and thin, the good and the bad days of the symphony. 
I can assure you that it was worth all the time, effort, agony and a lot of our own 
money to bring the symphony to this height and it is a very good symphony. 

My coming before you tonight is to request or plead that you put the Maui 
Symphony on your line item for $150,000. For this we have a abious ... ambitious 
agenda to really do a lot on music on Maui in the coming year-not only the 
classics, but family concerts, park concerts, music camps in the school. And we 
have talent, the talent and the educators to do this. This is Dr. Hanlon's dream 
and greatest desire that we get music to the children and youth of Maui. It's a 
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known fact that music is magic when children are exposed to good music at an 
early age, and I think your teachers know that. 

The Maui Symphony has all its soldiers in place. We have a supportive board or 
directors, and they give a lot of money of their own, they really support us. And 
we have a good honorary board to, uh, advises us. We have a superior product. 
We have a professional group of musicians, both local and off-island members. 
We have a venue that is second to none at the Castle Theater where we do our 
concerts. And we have a number one conductor-he is exceptional with 
children, uh, youth, uh, educating and he just infused us with energy. And then 
we had just recently gotten a top-notch executive director who has offered to 
work with us, to bind us together-so many areas that we need to bring together 
for this coming year. 

We don't...we get about...1 think there's about $25 - $30,000 from the State 
Foundation. They cut us about 60 percent and we didn't get anything from the 
County this last year, and ... and we're having a good, uh, cash flow problem and 
at least for the next couple ... couple months to get us through. 

Other than that, it's our desire to have everyone on Maui be proud of us and that 
you'll have the opportunity to hear good music of every type. . .. Let me say that 
your support will help us to build a better work force for Maui through our youth 
concerts and the in-school programs planned for next year. You will also help 
our children achieve their highest potential. I have, you will enrich the quality of 
life for the citizens of Maui through your support of the performance of high­
quality classical music. And then, your support may help extend your life and 
those of our other audience members. 

Okay. I, uh, respectfully ask that you give this serious consideration and I thank 
you for the opportunity. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any questions for Amy this evening? Ms. Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes. Thank you. Amy, can you provide us with like 
your total operating budget of what you're proposing to do and where your other 
sources of funding come from ... 

MS. HANLON: Okay. That I can. We'lL .. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: . .'cause I have no idea what your total budget would 
be to operate this ... the Maui Symphony? 
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MS. HANLON: Uh, close to $300,000. But I'll get it for you, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. Thank you. 

MS. HANLON: You'll have someone talking probably at every night that you're doing 
the budget, so, meeting, so we'll have that for you. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 

MS. HANLON: Anything else you would want from us? 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. That's bas ... mainly what it is, where your 
sources of funding has come from, what it takes to operate, you know, your 
organization? 

MS. HANLON: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Any other questions for Ms. Hanlon this 
evening? Seeing none ... 

MS. HANLON: Other than that, I want to invite you to April 28th concert, Beethoven's 
Ninth-that's with the Symphony Chorus too, so that's ... (inaudible) ... 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Where is that going to be held, Amy? 

MS. HANLON: Castle Theatre at the Cultural Center. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you. Next is Willie Wa ... 

MR. WACHTER: Wachter. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: ... Wachter. Thank you. 

MR. WACHTER: Thank you all for being here. I know it's, uh, difficult to put up with us 
sometimes. My name is Willie Wachter and I'm a member of Valley Isle Timing 
Association and, uh, I'm the, uh, on the Promotion Committee. 

The first thing I'd like to do is address the ... the comment that was made by Ms. 
Tavares regarding the scholarship that we provide to MCC. I doubt seriously that 
there is a conflict between the moneys that we receive from the County and the 
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moneys that we are providing for the scholarship in that the moneys received 
from the County were specifically designed and ... and prescribed to be used for a 
capital improvement at the County park for the specific function of re-paving a 
portion of the tract which hadn't been touched since the late 1940's. So, we're in 
dire need of it, and there ... also, as she pointed out, it's available to any-the 
ambulances, board of police or any State or County agency that might need that 
facility for high-speed driver training. And, of course, as Jeff mentioned earlier, 
the solar-powered car was also tested there. So there's, you know, and this is a 
County park. And those funds were used to improve one of the facilities at this 
park and there are many others as well. 

Tonight, I would just like to say that, number one, we endorse completely the 
concept of moving the County Fair to this location, and we will do anything that 
we possibly can as a group and with the other user groups, to facilitate this 
process and we ask that we be a part of this process. And that leads me to a 
question from you. Um, my understanding is that this $250,000 is for the initial 
design. Is that correct? 

CHAIR HOKAMA: I'm not too clear on that, Mr. Wachter. Budget Director, you have 
a ... do you have a response for Mr. Wachter? 

MS. YOSHIMURA: The $250,000 that's being requested in the budget is to do a master 
plan and for design of the air strip area that-sports park and for the fair grounds. 

MR. WACHTER: We're talking about 215 acres, give and take? 

MS. YOSHIMURA: Two hundred fifteen acres. 

MR. WACHTER: Okay. And because it says fair grounds in the budget proposal 
on ... l'm led to believe that includes the County Fair as being part of this venue? 

MS. YOSHIMURA: Correct. 

MR. WACHTER: Okay. 

MS. YOSHIMURA: That's the proposal for the fair grounds ... 

MR. WACHTER: Okay. 

MS. YOSHIMURA: ... to be moved to that area. 
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MR. WACHTER: Well, that leads me to another point that Ms. Tavares made and that's 
with ... with regard to the possibility of doing solar power and to stop ... rather to 
bridge the gap between where we are now and ... and where we ... we will 
ultimately be, and that we've already explored the possibility of ... of additional 
diesel generation to bridge the gap until we can get power from the County 
because it seems to me that that is going to happen. We can have a beautiful 
215 acre park and it's a wonderful place to put the fair. So, I would say sooner 
than later, and it seems to me that the only real problem is the ... the State 
highway access and egress and so, once again, I've heard rumors there's 
possibility that the people that are doing Kahoolawe, um, uh, bomb clearing 
exp ... uh, project have expressed an interest in temporarily providing some turn­
out lanes. We would endorse because that would give us the, all of the users as 
well as, 1. .. 1 don't see any reason why you couldn't actually move ahead and 
have the County Fair there sooner than the State gets around to turning that 
highway into a two lane thing which is probably the year 2008. So, if there's any 
way in the world that you can see your way clear to ... to taking advantage of this 
offer, if in fact it's true, then let's do it and go then ahead. Let's move forward. 

I don't think there's anything else I wanted to say other than to just encourage 
you to ... to support that...that...that project and to, uh, um, keep in mind that all of 
the users that are there now are operating as a group although we have different 
venues, and that we will do anything we can to cooperate with you in the design 
and process so that...that it turns out to be the best facility that it could possibly 
be. Thank you. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Wachter. Any questions for Willie this evening? 
Seeing none, thank you very much. And the last person that we have at this time 
signed up for testimony is Emily Haines. 

And, again, if there's anyone else that would like to testify this evening, please 
make yourself known. Okay, Emily. Thank you. 

Pause while Ms. Haines approaches the podium. 

MS. HAINES: My name is Emily Haines. I'm a teacher from King Kekaulike High 
School, and I'm here on behalf of Maui Economic Development Board. I'm 
basically involved with them three different ways. First is, today, myself and 
about 50 other students from around the island attended a Tech Career 2001, 
which is held at the Maui Research and Technology Park, funded by the County, 
and it basically gave the students the ability to go around, talk to people at the 
park to see what, um, technology careers are being offered on Maui, give them a 
opportunity to see that they can come back to Maui and make a future in 
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technology. It was very valuable for many of the students who were ... who 
attended. . .. They got a full day packed full of meetings ... making connections 
starting ... (inaudible) ... possibilities. Tomorrow they go up to the top of the 
mountain, visit Boeing, once in a lifetime opportunity. Many people are saying, 
oh, you're so lucky you get to go up and look at all the telescopes. . .. So they're 
very excited about-that's the first way that I'm involved. 

Second way is that I'm a site facilitator for the Future Scientists and Engineers of 
America Club that's been started at King Kakalik ... King Kekaulike High School 
and other schools within the County. What it is basically is an after school club 
that has been funded by MEDB's Women in Technology Project. Their goal is to 
encourage women to participate in technology career fields. However, it's not 
limited to women; it represents a very diverse makeup of our school-at risk 
students, they wanted about 50 percent male, 50 percent female. So I'm 
involved with that. We're work .. .we work with Roy Coulter from the astronomy 
company in Kula and he comes in and we basically hands-on projects with the 
students. 

Third thing that MEDB has done for us as public schools is they sent a teacher 
and three ... three female students to the engineering expo on Oahu about two 
weeks ago-gave them opportunity to meet with other students from around the 
State, um, and Women in Technology Project, again, funded that. 

Basically, what I'm here for is to let you know that they ... they are going doing 
good things in the schools, they are reaching students, they're encouraging them 
to be project-based, hands-on learning-basically encouraging them to be 
problem solvers. I know they're asking for a small amount for next year from the 
County. Basically what they would like to do is extend Future Scientists and 
Engineers of America to an elementary school rather than just at high-school 
level. There are projects for all levels and the one thing that they were told 
today, over and over again, is that they're not looking for necessarily-Tech 
Careers are not looking for computer science degrees, engineering degrees 
only-they are looking for maybe someone with biology degree but someone 
who can stand on their own two feet and solve a problem from start to finish. 
And that's something that FSEA is really giving an opportunity to do-for them to 
see that engineering and science, math aren't as boring as most students think of 
it as, ugh, that's definitely something I don't want to do. But they're out there 
_____ to do fun projects. So that's one of the things they're asking for. If 
we can start them at a young age, I think they come to us at high school with a 
much greater understanding of science, engineering and math. 
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And the last thing they're asking is that Tech Careers 2002 be funded at­
continue next year and it is a very valuable program, I think, for many students 
who don't usually get to see what's out there. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Any questions for Emily? Seeing none, thank you very much, 
Emily. Again, the Chair is going to ask one more time if there's anyone else that 
would like to share your te ... testimony with us this evening? If not, the Chair is 
going to adjourn this meeting and ... (pause) ... 

MR. DEPONTE: My name is Erwin DePonte and I live in Kula. My, uh, concern is 
about the youth in MauL We have no recreation for them at night, evenings or 
whatever and we should, I think, consider do ... doing something about it. And I 
have some ideas. I wantto meet with some of you Council people and see if you 
guys can support or whatever-not really financially but, uh, in making it more 
easy for them to be in a place to have recreation, some kind of, you know, music, 
dancing, whatever and keep them off the streets so that our Police Department 
wouldn't be overburdened. And, uh, another thing-and maybe I'm out of line-a 
lot of talk here about parks about this about that. I think that, uh, highways more 
important to everybody, it helps everybody. Parks are only helping a certain part. 
Uh, tennis courts, swimming pools are only helping a certain few people, part of 
our space. And if we spend more money on stuff like that and less money on our 
highways, it will, you know, we ... we way behind in our highways-so far behind 
it's not even funny. So, you ... you know, consider something like that. Thank 
you. 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY . .. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Deponte. Uh, hold on please, Mr. Deponte. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Irwin. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Ms. Tavares. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: I'm not going to let you escape that easy . 
... (chuckle)... Have you talked with the Parks Department or the Department of 
Human Concerns regarding youth programs for this area? 

MR. DEPONTE: No, no, no. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 
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MR. DEPONTE: Since I just came, uh, I came here tonight and I just talked to my son 
at home and he's, you know, young, and he's here on Maui, and he came back 
from the mainland where he had some problems and he came back and he sees 
things that they do on the mainland. They have recreation for the young people 
and he wants to kinda, you know, put it out there and ... (inaudible) ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. 

MR. DEPONTE: ... the Council respond to that. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: I think your first place is with the Parks Department. 

MR. DEPONTE: 1... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: The second place would be Human Concerns. We, as 
a Council, don't run any of those programs .... (Iaughter) ... 

MR. DEPONTE: Well, I just wanted to say something like that... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah. Okay. 

MR. DEPONTE: ... and it should be ... (inaudible) ... the Council. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: I would say start with Parks ... 

MR. DEPONTE: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: ... the East Maui office because I think they do run 
some programs up at the Kula Gym, so might...maybe you don't know about it. 

MR. DEPONTE: Yeah, but this is ... this is more, I think, on a Council level what I'm 
talking about. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: How do you ... I'm sorry ... 

MR. DEPONTE: I'll get...I'1i get on one-on-one with Dane later ... 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 

MR. DEPONTE: ... and give him my ... my in ... input... 
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. 

MR. DEPONTE: ... so that we can go on. 

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Right. 

MR. DEPONTE: Okay. 

CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you, Mr. Deponte. Okay. Any ... any other further testimony? 
Seeing none, on behalf of the Committee on Budget and Finance, I thank you all 
for attending this evening, and we look forward to your continued participation. 
This meeting is adjourned ... . (gave/) . .. 

ADJOURN: 8:00 p.m. 

APPROVED: 

G. RIKI HOKAMA, Chair 
Budget and Finance Committee 
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